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JointPetitionof FortMill Telephone
Companyd/b/aComporium
CommunicationsandLancasterTelephone
Companyd/b/aComporium
Communicationsfor Approvalof Changesin
BoundaryLine, andfor Approvalto
GrandfatherCertainCustomers

) ORDERAPPROVING
) CHANGEOF
) BOUNDARY LINES AND
) APPROVING
) GRANDFATHERINGOF
) CERTAIN CUSTOMERS

This matter comesbefore the Public Service Commissionof South Carolina

("Commission") on the Joint Petition of Fort Mill Telephone Company, d/b/a

Comporium Communications("Fort Mill") and LancasterTelephoneCompany,d/b/a

Comporium Communications("Lancaster") (together,"the Joint Petitioners" or "the

Companies")for approvalof a changein the boundaryline betweenthe Companies.In

addition,the Companiesrequestthat the Commissionallow certaincustomerswho may

be affectedby the boundarychangeto be "grandfathered,"in order to ensurethat they

maycontinuereceivingservicefrom their existingproviderif theysochoose.

Both Fort Mill and Lancasterareincumbentlocal exchangecompaniesproviding

wire line telephoneservicesin York, Lancaster,and portions of Chesterand Kershaw

Countiesin theStateof SouthCarolina. BothcompaniesareComporiumcompanies,and

eachdoesbusinessunderthe Comporiumtradename.

common ownership, with Rock Hill Telephone

The Companieshavesubstantial

Company d/b/a Comporium

Communicationsowning 100%of FortMill and96%of Lancaster.
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considering

subdivision,

boundary.

In addition to

Therehasbeenrecentconstructionon a developmentin Fort Mill's servicearea.

The planneddevelopmentwill eventuallystraddlethe existing boundarybetweenFort

Mill andLancaster.The landfor theplanneddevelopmentconsistsof contiguousparcels

owned by a single developer. There are currently no customersin that portion of

Lancaster'sserviceareathat is part of the plannedsubdivision,however, it is assumed

that future residentsof the subdivisionwill havea strongdesireto beableto makelocal

callsto their neighborswithin thesubdivision.

The current boundarythat separatesthe Fort Mill and LancasterServiceareas

betweentheNorth Carolina/SouthCarolinaborderandUS Highway521 is TwelveMile

Creek. It is proposedthat theboundarywould bemovedto follow therailroadtracksthat

run north of South Carolina Highway 75 betweenUS Highway 521 and the North

Carolina/SouthCarolinaborder. Therearecurrently very few customersin that portion

of Lancaster'sservice area betweenTwelve Mile Creek and the railroad track. In

a boundary change to accommodatethe future needs of the planned

the Companiesbelieve it is in the public interest to establisha clear

the above-referencedboundary change, the Companieshave

determinedthat theboundaryline betweenFort Mill andLancasterwestof US Highway

521 to the Rock Hill Telephoneserviceboundaryline shouldbe clarified. A recent

mappinginitiative by theCompaniesindicatesthattheserviceboundaryis unclear,andit

appearsthat Fort Mill may have inadvertently extended facilities to serve several

customersin a portion of Lancaster'sservicearea. In orderto avoid disruptionto these
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customersand to avoid duplicative construction, and in light of the Companies'

substantialcommonownership,Fort Mill andLancasterproposeto clarify the boundary

line betweentheCompanieswestof Highway521.

The Companiesstatethat it is in their best interestand in the public interestto

define the serviceboundarybetweenFort Mill and Lancasterin sucha manneras to

providelocal calling in a singleplannedsubdivision,andto avoidconfusionandpossible

future disputes. Furthermore,given the common ownershipof the Companies,the

Companiesbelievethat it is in thepublic interestto definetheboundarysuchthat it will

havethe leastpossibleimpacton existing and future customers. The Joint Petitioners

alsostateabelief that it is likewisein thebestinterestof theCompaniesandin thepublic

interestto definethe serviceboundarybetweenFortMill andLancastersoasto avoidthe

possibleconstructionof lines,plant, or systemby oneCompanythat wouldunreasonably

interferewith theserviceor systemof theotherCompany,in violation of S.C.CodeAnn.

Section58-9-280.

TheJointPetitionersstatethatthey haveestablisheda proposedserviceboundary

that will accomplishthesepurposes,and havefiled two mapsillustrating this boundary.

The Companiesstate that upon approval of the Petition by the Commission,maps

showingthemodifiedboundariesbetweentherespectivecompanieswill be finalizedand

filed with the Commission,and copies provided to the Office of Regulatory Staff

("ORS"), pursuantto CommissionRegulation103-612.2.3.

The two Companiesstatetheir expressintent that existing customerswill not be

affectedby this changein theserviceboundaryunlessthey sochoose. Therefore,to the
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extentthe premisesof existingcustomersof Lancasterwould fall within theservicearea

of Fort Mill accordingto the serviceboundariesshownon one of the filed maps,the

Companiespropose that those customerswill be grandfatheredin and will remain

customersof Lancaster,unlessand until the customercancelsor otherwiseceasesto

receiveland line basic local exchangetelephoneservicein the customer'snameat the

customer'spresentservicelocation. Shouldsuchcessationof serviceoccur,Lancaster

will haveno further obligationasa carrier of last resort,as definedin S.C.CodeAnn.

Section58-9-10(10),with respectto that customeror thosepremisesand, to the extent

thereis acarrierof last resortobligationimposedby law, it shallbeborneby FortMill, as

shown on the map. The Joint Petitionershave provided a list of Grandfathered

Customersof Lancaster,alongwith their addresses,andwire line telephonenumbers(or

designationof anunlistednumber,if applicable).

TheJoint Petitionerswill providenoticeto the GrandfatheredCustomersthatthe

serviceboundarybetweenFort Mill andLancasterhasbeenchanged,andthat their wire

line servicewill not be impactedunlessthey so choose. The GrandfatheredCustomers

mayelectto obtainwire line servicefrom thenewcarrier(FortMill) or theymayelectto

remaincustomersof Lancaster.

Counselfor ORS has provided a letter, which statedthat ORS receivedand

reviewedthis Docket,anddoesnotopposetheJointPetitioners'proposals.

We haveexaminedthis matterandfind thattheproposedchangeof theboundary

line betweenthe serviceterritoriesof Lancasterand Fort Mill is in the public interest.

TheJoint Petition for a boundaryline changeandgrandfatheringof certaincustomersis
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granted. We approveand adopt the two mapsjointly submittedby the Companies.

However,we hold that the Companiesshall finalize said mapsand file themwith the

CommissionandservethemonORS,asprovidedfor in Commissionregulations,assoon

asis practicableafterreceiptof this Order. We alsoapprovetheproposedgrandfathering

arrangementsubmittedbytheJointPetitioners.

This Order shall remain in full force and effect until further order of the

Commission.

BY ORDEROF THE COMMISSION:

ATTEST:

Joh_'E.Howard,Vice Chairman

(SEAL)

Eliz_ng, _ "Li]_an__
Cha'rman


